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Introduction 


On the 10" of October Juche 112 (2023) the Workers’ 
Party of Korea will celebrate the 78" anniversary of its 
foundation. For 78 years the Workers’ Party of Korea 
(WPK) has travelled the road of victory and glory under 
the leadership of its founder and guide the great leader 
President Kim Il Sung, Chairman Kim Jong II and dear 
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un. 

The WPK throughout its existence has fought against 
imperialism, modern revisionism, opportunism, 
factionalism, dogmatism and against sycophancy to big 
powers. It is a powerful party of Juche and a party of 
single-hearted unity. 

The WPK has upheld the Red flag of socialism when 
others threw it down. Indeed the WPK exists at a time 
when many of the former ruling parties of socialist 
countries such as the former Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union have long ceased to exist. This fact alone is 
a high tribute to the greatness of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea and its leadership. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea is the supreme general staff 
of the Korean revolution as well as being the organiser 
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and guide of all the victories of the Korean people. It has 
led over seven decades of socialist construction in 
People’s Korea and built a state that is independent, self- 
sufficient and self-reliant in defence. 
The Workers’ Party of Korea is a motherly party that 
takes care of people’s living standards and has built a 
socialist people’s paradise that the oppressed people and 
working class of the world look up to. 

A great party led by a great leader will always give rise 
to a great reality. 

Today the Korean people under the leadership of dear 
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un are fully implementing 
the decisions made at the historic 6"" Plenary Meeting of 
the 8" Central Committee of the WPK, thereby building 
an even greater and more self-reliant prosperous 
People’s Korea. 


Dr Dermot Hudson. London 


Chapter One 
The struggle to independently 
found the party 


“Maintaining independence is a fundamental need 
of the communist movement. This movement is a 
struggle to accomplish the independence of the 
popular masses in each country, and it is the 
communists and the people of the country 
themselves who are the ones who carry it out, the 
masters of this struggle. Founding a working-class 
party in each country is also a task which the 
communists of the country should necessarily carry 
out by their own efforts as the masters.” 
Kim Jong Il 


The Workers’ Party of Korea which was founded on 
October 10" 1945 originally as the Communist Party of 
North Korea by the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung is 
a Juche-type party totally different to both bourgeois 
parties such as Tory, Liberal Democrat and Labour and 


also to the former ruling parties of the socialist countries. 
This can be demonstrated not just by the independent 
lines and policies that it pursues but also by the history of 
its foundation which was quite different to other parties. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea has been shaped based 
on the guiding principle of the idea of independence, the 
idea of Juche. 

In many countries communist parties were formed 
either by the secession from a social democratic party, 
such as in France, Germany and Italy, or through the 
merger of different communist groups. For example 100 
years ago the Communist Party of Great Britain was 
founded by a merger of the British Socialist Party, the 
Communist Unity Group of the Socialist Labour Party and 
the South Wales Socialist Society, in 1921 the CPGB 
then merged with the Communist Labour Party and the 
Communist Party (British Section Third International). In 
Ireland in the 1920s a left faction of the Socialist Party of 
Ireland seceded to form the Communist Party of Ireland. 
In the USA groupings from the Socialist Party of America 
formed the Communist Party of the United States. 

However the history of the WPK’s foundation is very 
different. It was not formed as a result of a sudden 
decision but its formation was a process that actually 
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spanned several decades starting with the formation of 
the Down-with-Imperialism Union on October 17" 1926 
by the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung. Indeed the 
process did not come to an end on October 10" 1945 but 
a further merger of parties took place in 1946 between 
the Communist Party of North Korea and the New 
Democratic Party to form the Workers’ Party of North 
Korea. This prevented the forces of the working masses 
being split. In 1949 the Workers’ Party of North Korea 
merged with the Workers’ Party of South Korea to form a 
unified party for the whole of Korea, the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. 

Moreover the Workers’ Party of Korea was a party 
that was formed from the grassroots up before expanding 
it rather than a few people proclaiming the formation of a 
party. This is an important distinguishing feature and one 
of the reasons for the success and durability of the WPK. 

The WPK’s roots are in the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle which was waged for 20 years 
under the command of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung. Korea had become a colony of Japan in 
1905 and the Japanese imperialists subjected the Korean 
people to the most cruel and barbaric oppression. There 
were struggles for independence but these were 
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unsuccessful because they lacked an outstanding leader 
and a correct guiding idea. 

The first communist revolutionary organisation in Korea 
was the Down-with-Imperialism Union (DIU) founded on the 
17" of October 1926 by Comrade Kim Il Sung. He 
founded it with staunch young communists who were 
untainted by the muddy currents of factionalism, 
flunkeyism (the ideology of fawning on big powers and 
other outside forces) and opportunism. 

Comrade Kim II Sung rallied the young adherents of the 
DIU with the following words; “I/Irreconcilable 
contradictions exist between the imperialists and 
people in the colonies and these contradictions are 
sharpening with the passage of time. Because these 
contradictions are antagonistic they cannot be 
settled by any kind of ‘compromise’ and will only be 
solved when imperialism is overthrown... 

The formation of the Down-with-Imperialism Union is 
a declaration of a decisive battle to destroy Japanese 
imperialism and of confrontation with imperialism 
worldwide.” 

These words contained the basic truth that 
revolutionary change cannot be achieved by compromise 
with imperialism. Revolutionary change comes through 
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an uncompromising struggle against imperialism. The 
DIU proudly proclaimed its aims were to win 
independence and liberation for Korea, to carry out the 
socialist revolution in Korea, to build socialism and 
communism in Korea and to carry out the world 
revolution. Thus for the first time in history the lines of 
national liberation and socialist revolution were 
combined. 

Comrade Kim Jong Il wrote in his work “The 
Workers' Party Of Korea Is A _ Juche-type 
Revolutionary Party Which Inherited The Glorious 
Tradition Of The DIU” written in 1982 as follows: “With 
the formation of the DIU our people's revolutionary 
struggle embarked on a new road of development 
and our Party began to strike its glorious roots.” 

The foundation of the DIU provided a starting point of 
struggle for founding a new type of the party, the 
revolutionary Juche type. It was the foundation stone of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea. 

The foundation of the DIU and the creation of the 
Juche idea constitute an event of significant importance 
in the history of the Workers’ Party of Korea. 

For 90 years the Korean people under the leadership 
of the great leader President Kim Il Sung, Chairman 
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Kim Jong Il and dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un 
have fearlessly stuck to the revolutionary road of 
independence and anti-imperialism that was first lit up by 
the torch of the Juche idea. 

The WPK and DPRK have always maintained total 
independence in all their activities true to the Juche idea. 
The DPRK is the most independent country in the world 
which can say what it likes and do what it likes. There 
is no foreign troop stationed in the northern half of Korea. 
It is not a member of the IMF, World Bank, WTO, NATO 
or APEC. The DPRK is an independent nuclear power 
with full capabilities of defence and retaliation. 

President Kim Il Sung made sure that the new 
revolutionary movement in Korea was based on the 
principle of independence. He later reflected that “In the 
course of the independent struggle of our working 
class and toiling masses, the Juche idea became the 
compass guiding our revolution and the Korean 
communist movement, and today it is our Party's 
firm guiding ideology." 

President Kim Il Sung had always realised from the 
start that no one was going to hand the Korean people 
independence on a plate. No big power was going to act 
as a saviour of the Korean nation. Similarly no one else 
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was going to build the communist movement in Korea for 
the Korean communists. They could look to no one for 
favours or help. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung strove to build 
a revolutionary movement with a new generation of 
young revolutionary fighters untainted with factionalism 
and flunkeyism. Both the Korean nationalist movement 
and communist movement had suffered badly from 
flunkeyism (that is the tendency to be submissive towards 
great powers and fawn on them excessively). The Korean 
communist movement was bitterly divided into several 
factions such as the “ML Group”, “North Wind 
Association” and “Tuesday Group”. None of them had 
any real support but instead sent representatives to lobby 
the Comintern for recognition. The Korean Communist 
Party was formed in 1925 but had been dissolved in 1928 
only 3 years after it was formed owing to the incessant 
factionalism. Even after this tragic event the factionalists 
formed their own party and lobbied the Comintern for 
recognition. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung, having drawn 
severe lessons out of such essential weaknesses as 
appeared among communists in early years and 
nationalists who indulged in empty talk divorced from the 
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masses, formed a communist nucleus from revolutionary 
anti-imperialist youth, instead of the old generation 
tainted with factionalism and flunkeyism, and went deep 
down amongst the popular masses. 

In 1930 President Kim Il Sung addressed a meeting 
of cadres of the Young Communist League and Anti- 
Imperialist Youth League at Kalun in China, and in his 
speech known as the “The Path of the Korean 
Revolution” he said that “For the Korean revolution to 
be victorious there must be a Marxist-Leninist party, 
the General Staff of the revolution. Only a 
revolutionary party can formulate a correct line, 
strategy and tactics, mobilize the broad masses for a 
struggle against the Japanese imperialists, and build 
a socialist and communist society. 

We must derive serious lessons from the 
dissolution of the Korean Communist Party and make 
an effort to found a party on a sound basis. To do 
this, we must not try to proclaim the founding of a 
party right away without any preparation or to gain 
the approval of the Comintern, as the factionalists 
did. We cannot by any means build a revolutionary 
party in the way the factionalists do; even if we 
formed a party it could not discharge its mission 
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properly nor could it continue to exist in the face of a 
counter-revolutionary offensive. 

We must not fail to found a new revolutionary 
party for ourselves. We must make ample 
preparations for the purpose. If thorough 
preparations are made, the approval of the Comintern 
is a foregone conclusion.” 

The Korean Revolutionary Army was founded, 
following the Kalun meeting, on the 6" of July 1930 after 
the first party organisation, the Society for Rallying 
Comrades was formed on the 3% of July. The Anti- 
Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army was formed on the 25" 
of April 1932. This became the Korean People’s 
Revolutionary Army in March 1934. 

Party organisations were formed in the Korean 
People's Revolutionary Army. The Homeland Party 
Working Committee was established in 1936 and later 
party organisations were established in the Association for 
Restoration of the Fatherland (an anti-Japanese national 
united front body founded and led by President 
Kim Il Sung in 1936) and the Korean National Liberation 
Union (a subordinate organization of the ARF which 
existed in the Korean homeland). 
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The Party foundation preparation process which had 
started with the formation of the Down-with-lmperialism 
Union in 1926 finally culminated in the formation of the 
WPK as the Communist Party of North Korea (CPNK) on 
October 10" 1945, in Pyongyang two months after 
liberation from Japanese imperialism on August 15". The 
WPK was founded around a nucleus of communist 
revolutionaries who had been tempered in the fiery 
furnace of the anti- Japanese armed struggle. It was a 
party firmly based on the bedrock of independence, fully 
inheriting the traditions of the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle. The years of struggle to found the party 
independently did not take place in quiet living rooms or 
in the boozy atmosphere in 
bourgeois restaurants but on the fierce and fiery anti- 
Japanese battlefields and on freezing snow-covered 
mountains. 

The foundation of the WPK in 1945 was a new 
departure, a turning point in the struggle for 
independence, sovereignty and socialism in Korea. 
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Chapter Two 
Founding a party of a new type 


When the Workers’ Party of Korea was founded in 
October 1945, it was an entirely new type of party which 
is different from the previous parties in several different 
ways. It was a communist party, a revolutionary party of 
the working class, a vanguard of the proletariat rather 
than a social democratic or reformist party. It was a party 
of the Juche type, rooted deep amongst the masses and 
strong in independence and Juche character. It was 
basically different to other ruling communist parties in 
socialist countries, which were bureaucratic and lacked 
independence. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea was formed around a 
core of communist revolutionaries steeled in the 
revolutionary struggle and maintained a strong 
revolutionary character. 

The developing realities of Korea meant that it was a 
very important task to found a mass party of the working 
class to lead and guide the revolution to smash 
imperialism, feudalism and landlordism after liberation, to 
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build a new Korea of Juche, a people’s democracy, a 
land where the people would be masters of their fate. 

This arose as a more pressing problem considering 
the reality where several political parties involving 
working masses existed in Korea just after liberation 
along with the communist party. 

The factionalists were breaking up the working 
masses by aggravating the antagonism between parties 
of working masses. 

Pak Hon Yong, an inveterate factionalist and traitor 
who was a hired spy of the US, tried to disrupt the 
formation of the WPK in order to sabotage the building of 
a new people’s democracy in the land of Korea. 

Moreover because of anti-communist ideology spread 
by the Japanese imperialists and the hangovers of feudal 
ideology many people had a wrong understanding of 
communism. 

It was made even more complicated by Right and Left 
opportunists who created confusion by putting forward 
incorrect theories. The Rightists wanted to create a 
bourgeois republic (and even wanted to have south 
Korean puppet fascist Syngman Rhee as the president) 
and Leftists wanted an instant socialist revolution, the 
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dictatorship of the proletariat and abolition of private 
property. Both positions were wrong. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung smashed the 
moves of the factionalists and put forth a policy on 
creating a mass party. In 1946 the Communist Party of 
North Korea merged with the New Democratic Party and 
became the Workers’ Party of North Korea. 

Bourgeois ruling parties in the first instance do not 
represent the popular masses but sections of the ruling 
class or those who support the ruling class. The WPK 
represents the workers, peasants and working 
intellectuals - it includes the writing brush in its party 
symbol to represent the intellectuals. Bourgeois ruling 
parties are basically electoral machines geared to 
winning parliamentary seats and the big salary and 
expenses that go with parliamentary office in the 
capitalist world. As such they are composed of career 
politicians who want to feather their own nests. They 
simply persuade people to put a X on a little bit of paper 
every 5 years but they cannot mobilise, lead or organise 
the people. Usually in capitalist countries politicians are 
unseen and unheard in local areas outside of election 
times. In fact they are invisible. Capitalist politicians do 
not enjoy the genuine love and trust of the people and 
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are increasingly regarded with contempt. In fact, working 
people say politicians are “all out for themselves” and that 
political parties under capitalism are “all the same” and 
do not bother to vote in elections. 

Leftist parties in the imperialist countries put 
themselves forward as alternative parties but they are 
isolated from the masses of people and based on small 
sections of the middle class and are rejected by the 
working class. This is what makes the WPK so different 
from other parties in the world but this will be discussed 
in another chapter. 

Later in 1949 the Workers’ Party of North Korea and 
the Workers’ Party of South Korea merged to form a 
single party for the whole of Korea, not just in the 
northern half of Korea. This basically summarizes briefly 
the history of the foundation of the WPK. 

President Kim Il Sung devised the emblem of the 
WPK in 1946. This is a hammer to represent industrial 
workers or proletarians, a sickle to represent peasants or 
farmers and the writing brush to represent the 
intellectuals. Thus the WPK is different to other 
communist parties. Instead of only a hammer and sickle 
representing the workers and peasants, there is a writing 
brush to represent the intellectuals. If you visit the 
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Monument to Party Founding on the eastern side of 
Pyongyang you will see an artistic representation of the 
WPk’s symbol. The writing brush is slightly higher than 
the sickle and hammer which denotes the leading role of 
intellectuals in society. Thus the WPK is a true mass 
party with millions of members from all walks of life. 
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Chapter Three 
Motherly party 


The Workers’ Party of Korea is not just an instrument 
of class struggle nor a body of executive rule or 
leadership but was defined by both the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il as the 
motherly party. What does this mean? It may seem 
unusual to some. It is a unique Juche oriented concept 
unprecedented in world political history. 

Comrade Kim Jong II said in his work “The Workers’ 
Party of Korea is the Party of the Great Leader 
Comrade Kim II Sung”, published in 1995 to mark the 
50" anniversary of the foundation of the WPK that “Our 
Party is a motherly party, which takes care of the 
destiny of the popular masses under its charge, and 
its politics is a benevolent one in that it is the politics 
of love for the people and trust in them.” 

This is a very apt definition as well as a definitive 
guideline for the building of the WPK. 

A mother takes care of her children. She protects 
them from adversity. She provides everything for them 
making sure that they are well and healthy. A mother 
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loves her children unconditionally, without reservation or 
limit. 

The idea of giving priority to people’s interests and 
needs was further developed by respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un who stressed that the WPK must 
constantly make selfless, devoted efforts for the people. 
He said at the Military Parade and Mass Rally of 
Pyongyang City to mark the 70" anniversary of the WPK 
in 2015 that “The entire Party will conduct its building 
and activities only as instructed by the great 
President and General, and make selfless, devoted 
efforts for the benefit of the people by thoroughly 
applying the people-first principle to its overall work, 
thereby enhancing its fighting efficiency in every way 
possible.” 

This was a powerful declaration of the fundamental 
principles of the WPK that govern the mode of its 
existence. 

The former ruling parties in the socialist countries 
such as the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Polish United Workers’ 
Party, Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party and others all 
started with good intentions namely-to build socialism, 
and this should not be slighted or underestimated by 
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anyone. However such parties degenerated and fell into 
bureaucratism particularly after 1956 when modern 
revisionism appeared in the international communist 
movement. This contributed to the frustration of socialism 
in these countries. It can be argued that in ruling parties 
the danger of bureaucracy increases. Some communist, 
socialist and leftist parties in the imperialist countries lack 
a real mass basis, indeed any kind of mass basis, and 
are divorced from and out of touch with the popular 
masses. 

The WPK is a party of an entirely different type. It is 
rooted firmly in the popular masses and always has been 
from its first days. As preceding chapters have explained 
the WPK was founded at the grassroots rather than from 
the top. The WPK is a party with a firm and solid mass 
foundation, almost every family in the DPRK has one 
party member within it. 

The WPK has always fought against bureaucracy. 

Both the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung and the 
great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il always argued 
against bureaucracy identifying as an anti-popular ruling 
method associated with capitalist society. Respected 
Marshal Kim Jong Un also continued this important line 
and thoroughly applied it in the revolutionary practice. 
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In April 2019 he pointed out that “Our Party and 
the government of our Republic have resolutely 
declared a war against abuses of power, 
bureaucratism and corruption, which are infringing 
upon the people's interests, and waged an intensive 
struggle against such practices, taking it as a matter 
with a vital bearing on the existence of our State.” 

As a practical step for the elimination of bureaucracy 
and subjectivity in its work the WPK adopted the 
Chongsan ri method and Chongsan ri spirit in which the 
leader and cadres go deep amongst the masses uniting 
them. The terms Chongsan ri method and Chongsan ri 
spirit come from the farm village of Chongsan in the 
South Phyongan Province of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea. 

This is the place where the great leader President 
Kim Il Sung spent 15 days in February 1960 giving on- 
the-spot guidance. Although he could have easily 
travelled back to Pyongyang, President Kim Il Sung 
stayed in Chongsan and sat knee to knee with the 
farmers, sharing life with them. During his on-the-spot 
guidance at Chongsan, President Kim Il Sung deeply 
analyzed the questions and issues involved in guiding 
socialist agriculture. He had many discussions with the 
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farmers. In the DPRK the socialist transformation of 
production relations was 100 per cent completed by 1958 
and the need arose for new methods to guide socialist 
agriculture as previous methods were not appropriate to 
the changed conditions. Other socialist countries had not 
solved the questions of management and guidance of the 
socialist economy. 

President Kim II Sung applying the Juche idea looked 
for a solution to suit the reality and conditions of Korea. 
Based on his guidance to the Chongsan ri farm, he 
created the great Chongsan ri method and Chongsan ri 
spirit. 

Respected Marshal Kim Jong Un has continued with 
the people-orientated policies that were laid down by 
President Kim II Sung and Chairman Kim Jong I. 

In his report to the 7" Congress of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea held in May 2016 respected Marshal Kim Jong Un 
stated that “It is important to apply the people-first 
principle thoroughly in all aspects of Party work. 

Applying the people-first principle is the intrinsic 
demand of our Party, which is struggling for the sake 
of the masses of the people and conducting its 
activities by relying on them. 

All the work and activities of the Party should be 
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conducted with the masses of the people at the 
centre. The climate of believing in the strength 
of the people and depending on them should 
pervade the whole Party, and the main thrust of 
Party work should be directed at promoting the 
people's well-being. 

"Let the whole Party make selfless, devoted efforts 
for the good of the great people!'—this is the fighting 
slogan our Party should be holding high at present. 
We should regard it as an iron rule to respect the 
people, defend their destiny and give the highest and 
absolute priority to their interests and comfort.” 

Respected Marshal Kim Jong Un has always been 
a people-oriented leader right from the start of his 
leadership. In May 2012 he visited the Mangyongdae 
Funfair and was angered to see ‘weeds grown in 
between pavement blocks in the compound of the 
funfair’. The Korean Central News Agency reported that 
he, with an irritated look, plucked them up one by one. He 
said in an excited tone that he has never thought that the 
funfair is under such a bad state and a proverb that the 
darkest place is under the candlestick fits the funfair. He 
scolded officials, saying why such things do not come in 
their sight and querying could the officials of the funfair 
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work like this, had they had the attitude befitting master, 
affection for their work sites and conscience to serve the 
people. Plucking up weeds can be done easily with 
hands as it is different from updating facilities, he added. 

Saying that the amusement facilities have been put 
into operation with the paint scraped off, he noted that the 
officials and caretakers of the funfair have a below-zero 
spirit of serving the people. This is not just a business 
issue but an issue concerning ideological viewpoint, he 
said in a serious tone. 

In recent years respected Marshal Kim Jong Un has 
vigorously attacked bureaucracy and the abuse of power. 
On the 29" of February 2020 the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea held a 
meeting which was presided over by respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un, the General Secretary of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea. According to KCNA, the enlarged meeting 
of the Political Bureau of the C.C., WPK discussed in 
depth the principled issues of thoroughly applying the 
people-first principle in party building and activities as 
required by the developing revolution, constantly 
strengthening the party ranks and its fighting efficiency, 
ways of correctly executing the immediate political, 
military and economic tasks, and adopting and strictly 
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enforcing top-class anti-epidemic measures to contain 
the viral epidemic spreading rapidly across the world. 

At the enlarged meeting acts alien to the party, abuse 
of power, practices of privileges, indulgence in 
bureaucracy, corruption and irregularities revealed 
among senior officials of the Party Central Committee 
and officials of the party cadre training institution were 
harshly criticized and their gravity and consequences 
were sharply analyzed. 

Respected Marshal Kim Jong Un who follows the 
people-first orientation resolutely and decisively dwelt 
swift hammer-blows at bureaucracy and corruption at the 
meeting. It was decided at the meeting to remove some 
officials. The fact they were publicly removed from their 
posts shows that the Workers' Party of Korea and 
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un are serious about 
tackling bureaucracy and corruption, not drawing back an 
inch. 

In the capitalist world there are many instances of 
corruption, often gross corruption but rarely is anything 
actually done about it. A few years back in the UK (it is 
now forgotten) there was an enormous scandal with 
Members of Parliament fiddling their expenses and 
submitting claims for all manner of things (even a toaster 
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and a duckhouse) but no one was actually jailed. It is 
suspected that many local councils are corrupt, with 
officials taking 'backhanders'. In the British civil service 
cases of bureaucracy and corruption never resulted in 
dismissal or demotion but were usually dealt with if at all 
with a mere 'slap on the wrist’, it would be described as a 
‘training need’ or a misunderstanding. 

The WPK looks after everyone like a mother, people 
are provided with all conditions for life. Even during the 
harsh years of the Fatherland Liberation War when the 
DPRK was pounded to smithereens by the US air force 
no one was wandering around begging in the streets. 

When the DPRK experienced a difficult situation 
during the mid-1990s known as the ‘arduous march’, the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and the great leader Comrade 
Kim Jong II made sure that the sweetened soymilk vans 
for children ran all the time without letup. Also not one 
school or hospital closed in the DPRK during this period. 

In the DPRK everyone of working age who wants to 
work has a job, this is guaranteed by law by both the 
Socialist Labour Law and by Article 70 of the Socialist 
Constitution of the DPRK which states that “Citizens have 
the right to work. All able-bodied citizens may choose 
occupations in accordance with their wishes and skills 
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and are provided with stable jobs and working conditions. 
Citizens work according to their abilities and are paid in 
accordance with the quantity and quality of their work.” 

Citizens of the DPRK have free medical care. 
Universal free medical care was introduced in January 
1953 when the Fatherland Liberation War was at its 
height, something that was not easy to do. There is free 
education at all levels from kindergarten right up to 
university graduate and postgraduate level. The state 
even provides school uniforms free of charge. In the 
DPRK taxation was abolished in March 1974. People are 
also supplied with low cost food and provisions. 

In the DPRK people are also provided with housing 
free of charge. In recent years whole brand streets such 
as Changjon Street, Mirae Scientists Street, Ryomyong 
Street, Songhwa Street and Hwasong Street which house 
tens of thousands of people. 

In 2016 the DPRK suffered from serious flooding in 
the north west of the country which destroyed many 
dwellings. The Central Committee of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea decided to temporarily suspend the construction 
of Ryomyong Street and instead direct all efforts to 
reconstruct the flood damaged areas. A total of 11 400 
homes were constructed in the space of a few weeks. 
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This was incredible. | was in the DPRK in September 
2016 and remember seeing the issue of “Rodong 
Sinmun" (Labour Daily) which carried the report of the 
decision of the Party Central Committee to concentrate 
all efforts on repairing and rehabilitating the flood 
damaged areas. It is an example of the motherly, people- 
orientated policies of the Workers’ Party of Korea led by 
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un. 

The politicians of capitalist countries like to proclaim 
the ‘building of a welfare state’ and ‘modern society’ but 
in reality they have homeless people begging on the 
streets and people having to go to foodbanks. In fact in 
the UK the so-called ‘welfare state’ actually takes more 
than it gives and people are burdened with high taxes 
and charges. It is only People’s Korea under the 
leadership of the WPK founded by President Kim Il Sung 
that a welfare state has been realised in practice. 

The Korean people under the motherly care of the 
WPK and the guidance of the great leaders Comrade 
Kim Il Sung, Chairman Kim Jong II and Marshal 
Kim Jong Un, enjoy happy, blessed independent and 
creative socialist lives free from worry about taxes, debts 
and living costs. 
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Chapter Four 
Party of single-hearted unity 


One feature that makes the WPK unique among 
parties is the concept of single-hearted unity. The people 
and the party, the WPK, are welded into an iron unity. 
Society in the DPRK forms an integral harmonious whole. 
This is symbolized at the Monument to Party Founding in 
Pyongyang where you can see the hammer, sickle and 
writing brush are within a circular band which symbolizes 
the single-hearted unity of the masses, party and leader. 

Article 63 of the Socialist Constitution of the DPRK 
states that “/n the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
the rights and duties of citizens are based on the 
collectivist principle: ‘One for all and all for one.” 

Single-hearted unity of the DPRK is manifested in the 
huge parades of troops and civilians on keynote 
anniversaries. It is also manifested by people rallying 
around to complete important construction projects such 
as Samjiyon City and the new Pyongyang General 
Hospital. 

People are firmly united around the leader and party 
in elections in the DPRK. 99.98 percent of electors vote 
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and vote 100% for the candidates. This is unknown in 
capitalist societies. 

Throughout the world many political leaders talk about 
unity and in many countries the slogan ‘national unity’ is 
put forward but it is an empty and hollow slogan with no 
meaning. In the past Conservative prime minister David 
Cameron said “We are all in this together” but many did 
not believe and the young people rioted on the streets of 
London in August 2011. Decades earlier Winston 
Churchill, another Conservative prime minister, regarded 
as a war hero and great British leader, invoked the 
‘wartime spirit’ etc and told people to rally around him but 
some ordinary people rejected him. | remember my 
parents viewed Churchill with scorn and contempt. In 
capitalist countries based on extreme individualism 
conflict between people is deeply ingrained in society. 

The holy book of Christianity the Bible says ‘Love Thy 
Neighbour’ but in fact neighbours often fight each other. | 
can remember a few years ago there used to be a TV 
series called ‘Neighbours from Hell’ which catalogued 
disputes, some of them violent, between neighbours. 

Even former Soviet Union and East European 
socialist countries were not immune to conflicts and 
incidents of disorder. 
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Therefore achieving single-hearted unity may be easy 
to say but harder to achieve in practice. How has the 
Workers’ Party of Korea united the country around it, how 
has the slogan ‘single-hearted unity’ become a reality. 
What is the secret? 

The WPK itself is based on the monolithic ideological 
system, on a single ideology. 

It was Comrade Kim Jong II who worked to establish 
the monolithic ideological system of Juche and built 
single-hearted unity throughout society. The DPRK is 
today the most collectivist society on earth based on the 
concept of one for all and all for one, a most profoundly 
collectivist concept. The DPRK is the most united society 
on earth, especially when compared to the rotten, 
decadent societies of the imperialist world which are 
divided by class and sometimes also by race as well. In 
the DPRK there are no antagonistic classes as exploiting 
systems such as feudalism and capitalism have been 
eliminated. The means of production are socially owned 
and everyone has a stake in society, and therefore there 
is no basis for social and class antagonism. Today the 
DPRK is well known for its single-hearted unity. However 
this is not something that comes about automatically 
under socialism as the experience of former Soviet Union 
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and East European socialist countries shows. In the 
USSR society became ideologically divided when 
Khrushchev attacked Stalin in 1956. In the DPRK they 
were factionalists who were puppets and sycophants of 
the big powers. These factionalists tried to import modern 
revisionism into the DPRK and at the same time disrupt 
the party and society. The fact that the DPRK has not 
experienced upheavals or disruption is due to the fact 
that the leader, the party and the masses are firmly united 
steel-strong. 

Comrade Kim Jong Il always upheld the leadership 
and the ideology of the great leader President Kim II Sung 
throughout his tenure at the helm of the party. Even 
before then whilst at Kim Il Sung University, Kim Jong Il 
defended the ideas of the President Kim Il Sung and 
cemented the single-hearted unity of society saying "Our 
Party must be united on the basis of the great 
revolutionary ideology of Comrade Kim II Sung, its 
founder and leader." 

Thus Comrade Kim Jong Il threw his efforts into 
strengthening the unity of the party on the basis of uniting 
around the ideas of President Kim II Sung, its founder. 
The question of establishing the monolithic ideological 
system became the order of the day. After the 15" 


34 


Plenary Meeting of the 4" Party Central Committee was 
held from May 4 to 8, 1967, Comrade Kim Jong Il 
explained that “The Party's monolithic ideological 
system is, in other words, the leader's ideological 
system and system of guidance. In our Party there 
can only be the leader's revolutionary idea and 
guidance. Without them the existence of our Party is 
inconceivable. The revolutionary idea of the great 
leader is the eternal guiding ideology of our Party 
and revolution. Thanks to the wise guidance of the 
leader our people could not only victoriously fight 
their way across tens of thousands of ri in the bloody 
war against the Japanese imperialists, and defeat the 
US imperialist aggressors, in the three-year-long 
Fatherland Liberation War, but also succeed in the 
postwar reconstruction and socialist revolution and 
achieve miraculous successes in the building of 
socialism, to the admiration of the people throughout 
the world. 

We must improve the education on Party policy, 
the revolutionary traditions and socialist patriotism 
of Party members and the working people. The main 
emphasis in the education needs to be on the 
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establishment of the Party's monolithic ideological 
system.” 

The unity and oneness of ideology within the WPK 
was a decisive factor in strengthening leadership over the 
socialist revolution and socialist construction. In former 
Soviet Union and East European socialist countries under 
the baton of modern revisionism perestroika was 
introduced and ruling parties were reduced to clubs. In 
many countries particularly the capitalist countries the 
communist and workers’ parties went as far as to allow 
and encourage different ideologies within the party with 
the result that these parties eventually collapsed. The 
monolithic ideological unity of the WPK is its secret 
weapon, indeed it is stronger than an atomic weapon. 
The single-hearted unity of the DPRK is a powerful 
engine, a locomotive force propelling socialist construction 
forward. The immense energy displayed by the Korean 
people in building socialism is generated by the force of 


single-hearted unity. 
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Chapter Five 
The WPK’s struggle against 
imperialism, revisionism, 


factionalism and class enemies 


Throughout its existence the WPK struggled against 
the evil of factionalism, revisionism and opportunism. 
This is linked to single-hearted unity. The WPK has 
always maintained its revolutionary character even when 
the winds of modern revisionism raged across the 
socialist camp toppling many ruling parties. 

The WPK defeated several counter-revolutionary 
factional cliques throughout the course of its history. 

During the fierce Fatherland Liberation War (Korean 
war) Pak Hon Yong-Li Sung Yop clique who were spies 
on the payroll of US imperialism betrayed the country, 
caused losses in the war and planned to overthrow the 
leadership. 

The revolutionary great leader Comrade Kim II Sung 
smashed their manoeuvres and saved the DPRK from 
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being sold out to US imperialism and turned into a colony 
of the US. 

The WPK launched its struggle against modern 
revisionism in 1956. In those days modern revisionism 
was beginning to emerge in the international communist 
movement and the socialist camp. The WPK saw the 
struggle against modern revisionism as being very 
closely tied up to the struggle to defend independence 
and to avoid copying other countries, or in other words, to 
establish Juche. 

As Comrade Kim Il Sung said: "In 1955, therefore, 
our Party set forth the definite policy of establishing 
Juche, and has been persistently urging an energetic 
ideological struggle to carry it through ever since. 
The year 1955 marked a turning point in our Party's 
consistent struggle against dogmatism. It was also at 
that time, in fact, that we started our struggle against 
modern revisionism that had emerged within the 
socialist camp. Our struggle against dogmatism was 
thus linked up with the struggle against modern 
revisionism." 

Comrade Kim Il Sung in his famous and celebrated 
work “On Eliminating Dogmatism and Formalism and 
Establishing Juche in Ideological Work” (December 
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28" 1955), pointed out that a factionalist within the 
WPK, on returning from a visit to the Soviet Union, had 
demanded that Korea should drop its slogan against US 
imperialism on the grounds the USSR was following the 
line of easing international tension. 

It was in 1956 that things reached a very critical 
stage. Khrushchev had made his speech to the 20" 
Congress of the CPSU heralding the onset of modern 
revisionism and the imperialists launched a fierce 
international anti-communist campaign. Within south 
Korea, the Syngman Rhee puppet regime went wild, 
talking of a ‘March North’. The DPRK had only just 
completed the post-war reconstruction and rehabilitation 
of the economy after the devastation caused by the war. 

The DPRK was blazing an untrodden path to the 
heights of socialism, new questions were thrown up by 
the fast-changing reality, the answers to which could not 
be found in existing textbooks or in the classics of 
Marxism-Leninism nor was copying foreign countries’ 
experience. However the factionalists saturated with 
flunkeyism towards big powers and dogmatism opposed 
to the original and creative policies of the WPK, insisted 
that it had not been done in a foreign country or was not 
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in the classics of Marxism-Leninism. They were basically 
a very conservative force impeding socialist construction. 

The factionalists who had been lurking in the WPK 
seized the chance to try and overthrow the leadership 
with the backing of revisionists. 

Their aim was to deny the party's leadership role and 
paralyze the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

They also wished to stamp out the traditions of the 
WPK forged in the flames of the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle. 

They even intended to proclaim Korea a pro-American 
‘neutral nation’. However, Comrade Kim II Sung led the 
people to smash the anti-party counter-revolutionary 
factional clique. 

The WPK launched an anti-factional, anti- revisionist 
struggle. Comrade Kim Il Sung attacked factionalism and 
revisionism at a Party Conference on March 6 1958. 
Referring to factionalism, he said: 

"No faction is better or worse than any other. All 
come from the same mould; they are all products of 
capitalist influence in the working class movement. 
And they are a poison that destroys our Party and the 
working class movement in Korea". 
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Speaking of revisionism, Comrade Kim Il Sung said: 
"The imperialists and their servants, the revisionists, 
are now spreading revisionism in opposition to 
Marxism-Leninism and the communist movement. ... 
It has made and is making inroads into our country 
too, and the anti-Party groups have exported it for 
their own ends. ... To reject our Party's leadership 
means precisely to deny the revolution and capitulate 
to capitalism. Therefore it is necessary not only to 
fight against the revisionists who reject Party 
leadership, but also to combat relentlessly all the 
unsettling elements that provide good soil for 
revisionism...” 

On 25" of August 1960 he also said: 

“Revisionists refashion Marxism-Leninism. They 
laud themselves as cleverer Marxist-Leninists than 
Marx or Lenin. Certain countries have this tendency. 
Some people insist we must peacefully co-exist with 
the Yankees. How can we do so without opposing US 
imperialism?" 

In the early 60s, Comrade Kim Il Sung made the 
struggle of the WPK against modern revisionism a major 
priority in the party. He attacked modern revisionism at 
the 4" Congress. At the March 8 1962 Plenary Meeting of 
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the CC, Comrade Kim Il Sung defined the strengthening 
of the struggle against revisionism as a key task in party 
work. He also with great clarity elucidated the true nature 
of modern revisionism: 

"The sources of revisionism are acceptance of 
domestic bourgeois influence and surrender to 
external imperialist pressure. Both old revisionism 
and modern revisionism are one and the same in 
essence and in aims. Both deny the basic principles 
of Marxism and call for a renunciation of the 
revolutionary struggle on the pretext that times have 
changed." 

Around this time, the WPK daily newspaper “Rodong 
Sinmun” (Labour Daily) carried several articles attacking 
revisionism - notably the article ‘Let Us Uphold National 
Liberation’ in 1964, and ‘Let Us Defend the Socialist 
Camp’, published in October 1963. These articles were 
translated into different languages and disseminated 
outside Korea. 

Within Korea, a thoroughgoing campaign against 
modern revisionism was carried out. 

Comrade Kim Il Sung addressed army soldiers on 
the dangers of revisionism, as well as the League of 
Socialist Working Youth and other mass organizations. 
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As the 60s progressed, it became apparent that a 
serious split had developed within the international 
communist movement. 

Comrade Kim Il Sung and the Workers’ Party of 
Korea took the position of opposing revisionism, but at 
the same time maintaining a principled position of 
defending the unity of the international communist 
movement. A special conference of the WPK was called 
in October 1966. 

At this conference Comrade Kim Il Sung attacked 
modern revisionism: 

"Modern revisionism revises Marxism-Leninism 
and emasculates its revolutionary quintessence 
under the pretext of a ‘changed situation’ and 
‘creative development’. It rejects class struggle and 
the dictatorship of the proletariat; it preaches class 
collaboration and gives up fighting imperialism. 
Moreover, modern revisionism spread illusions about 
imperialism and in every way obstructed the 
revolutionary struggle of the peoples for social and 
national liberation." 

He also took to task left opportunism, which had 
appeared in the international communist movement: 
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"We must fight 'Left' opportunism as well as modern 
revisionism. ‘Left' opportunists fail to take into 
account changed realities and dogmatically seek 
isolated propositions of Marxism-Leninism; they lead 
people to extremist action under super-revolutionary 
slogans. They also divorce the Party from the 
masses, split the revolutionary forces and prevent a 
concentrated attack on the principal enemy." 

He pointed out that the struggle against both Right 
and 'Left' opportunism was closely linked to the struggle 
for the unity of the socialist camp and the cohesion of the 
international communist movement. Lastly, he saw the 
struggle for the unity and cohesion of the international 
communist movement and against modern revisionism 
and ‘Left’ opportunism as being integral to the fight for 
independence within the socialist camp. 

Comrade Kim II Sung pointed to the danger inherent 
in losing independence: 

"If we lack independence and identity, and follow 
in others’ steps in present-day conditions, we cannot 
have principle and consistency in our lines and 
policies. This will not only eventually do enormous 


harm to our revolution and construction, but will 
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inflict a great damage on the international communist 
movement." 


The WPK under the leadership of the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il Sung maintained a strict policy of 
independence. 

Even when the socialist countries and international 
communist movement were divided the WPK maintained 
relations with all ruling parties of the Soviet Union, China, 
Albania, Cuba etc and did not take sides in the strife that 
occurred. 

In August 1966 the daily newspaper of the WPK 
“Rodong Sinmun” carried an article “Let Us Defend 
Independence” which championed the right of every 
communist and workers’ party to independence and 
strongly criticized big power chauvinism from whichever 


Source. 


Comrade Kim II Sung, the great leader of the Korean 
revolution, was one of the first leaders in the socialist 
world to see through it and attack it. During a talk to 
senior officials of the economic sector on the 3” of 
January 1987, Comrade Kim II Sung made the following 
analysis of the DPRK's position: 
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"Modern revisionism which has appeared in the 
international communist movement is also creating a 
lot of difficulties for our revolution. On the pretext of 
‘reforming’ and 'reorganising' socialism, the modern 
revisionists are following the road to capitalism and 
abandoning  internationalist principles. It is, 
therefore, difficult for us to expect from them co- 
operation based on internationalism in the building 
of socialism. What is worse, they are applying 
economic pressure on us because we do not follow 
their wrong, revisionist policy." 

The WPK led by President Kim Il Sung and 
Chairman Kim Jong Il totally rejected ‘reform’ and 
‘opening up’. 

In the late 1980s President Kim II Sung said: 

"Careless opening may allow mosquitoes and 
blowflies to fly in and cause damage. We must 
conduct exchanges and joint ventures with other 
countries, but we must pitch mosquito nets to 
prevent those insects from infiltrating. " 

This was a firm rebuff to those who wanted to impose 
disastrous ‘reform’ and ‘opening up’ on the DPRK. 

When socialism was frustrated in a number of 
countries owing to the intrigues of the imperialists and 
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modern revisionists, the WPK upheld the banner of 
socialism and the banner of anti-revisionism. Chairman 
Kim Jong Il who had written works in his university days 
sharply criticizing modern revisionism, made sure that the 
WPK held to anti-revisionism and defended socialism 
firmly. He wrote works such as “The Abuses of 
Socialism Are Intolerable”, “Socialism Is A Science” 
and “Giving Priority to the Ideological Work is 
Essential for Accomplishing Socialism”. He made it 
clear that the WPK should hold firm to revolutionary and 
class principles. 

Respected Marshal Kim Jong Un also defended the 
integrity and honour of the WPK by defeating the modern 
factionalist clique in December 2013. The modern 
factionalist clique committed counter-revolutionary, anti- 
people criminal acts of giving up the class struggle and 
paralyzing the function of popular democratic dictatorship, 
yielding to the offensive of the hostile forces to stifle the 
DPRK. 

Comrade Kim Jong Un said of them, “The identity 
of the modern version of factionalist group is that it was 
an ideologically degenerate entity which was outwardly 
overcome with fear for the pressure by the imperialists 
and inwardly contaminated with bourgeois ideology and 
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culture.” 

After the defeat of the modern factionalist group in 
2013 the DPRK experienced a great upsurge in socialist 
construction with many new streets, buildings and 
factories being completed. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea always held to the class 
line in the anti-factionalist struggle and implemented the 
mass line of uniting everyone. The great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung several times referred to the need to 
combine the class line with the mass line, particularly at 
the 1966 conference of the WPK at which he said that 
“By correctly combining the class line with the mass 
line, we must isolate and crush the handful of hostile 
elements, and, at the same time, educate and 
remodel the broad masses to rally them close around 
the Party. We must constantly enhance the leading 
role of the working class and also revolutionize and 
working-classize the peasants and intellectuals, thus 
cementing the political and ideological unity of our 
society still more.” 

Today under the leadership of respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un the WPK is committed to eliminating non- 
socialist and anti-socialist behaviours and practices 
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according to the decision of the 6” Plenary Meeting of the 
8" Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea held 
in December 2022. 
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Chapter Six 
The WPK’s Guidance to socialist 


construction 


The WPK, under the guidance of President Kim Il Sung 
and Kim Jong Il, Chairman of the National Defence, led 
the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution and 
the socialist revolution. 

Comrade Kim Il Sung and the Party set it as a key 
task after liberation to carry out the anti-imperialist, anti- 
feudal revolution in order to build a new society by 
eliminating all traces of imperialism and feudalism. They 
started by carrying out land reform in March 1946 which 
distributed land free of charge to the working peasants 
without compensating the landlords. A law on sexual 
equality was passed in 1946 as well as a labour law. All 
basic industries were nationalised meaning that the state 
owned 90 percent of industries. A basis for the transition 
to socialism had been created. 

Under the leadership of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
mass organisations such as the trade unions, women’s 
union and peasants union were created. These were 
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under the leadership of the WPK and were a 
transmission belt linking the Party and the mass. The 
WPK rejected the revisionist and bourgeois liberal theory 
of ‘independence’ and ‘autonomy’ of mass working 
people’s organisations. 

Under the leadership of Comrade Kim Il Sung the 
WPK strived to form a united front with other parties and 
mass organisations and to create a permanent united 
front body. 

Comrade Kim Il Sung warned against the tendency 
to lose identity and independence and tail other parties. 
This is very important. 

The line of founding a democratic people’s republic 
based on the worker-peasant alliance led by the working- 
class and relied on a united front was put forward by 
Comrade Kim Il Sung. 

Thus on the 9" of September 1948 the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea was founded by the united 
will of the Korean people. 

However the process of transition to socialism in 
People’s Korea was interrupted by the three year-long 
Fatherland Liberation War (1950 to 1953) which was 
provoked by the south Korean puppets and the US 
imperialists in June 1950. After the war the DPRK faced 
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the twin tasks of recovering from the damage caused by 
the US imperialists during the war and at the same time 
effected the transition to socialism. 


Comrade Kim Il Sung and the Workers’ Party of 
Korea led the Korean people into the socialist 
construction as well as to healing the war damage. 


First, agriculture was collectivized. This was carried 
out in stages and completed by 1958. 


The DPRK was one of the few countries that 
completely finalized the agricultural cooperation (Some 
socialist countries such as Yugoslavia and Poland left 
farming mostly in private hands) and also did it within the 
space of a few years whereas the USSR once boasting of 
“being dizzy with success” even by 1936 still had some 
agriculture in private hands. 


Also in 1958 the socialist transformation of private 
trade and industry was completed. 


Thus under the leadership of the WPK an advanced 
socialist system centered on the popular masses was 


created. 
President Kim Il Sung put forward the line of building 


the independent national economy on the basis of self- 
reliance as well as the unique line of building heavy 


52 


industry whilst developing light industry and agriculture 
(previously some socialist countries had only emphasized 
heavy industry). Thanks to the leadership of the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il Sung, the WPK socialist 
industrialization was completed. During the period of the 
first 5 year plan 1957-1961, industrial output value grew 
by an amazing rate of 36.6 percent per year. Between 
1957-1970 the DPRK's economy grew by 19.1% 
meaning that by 1970 the DPRK was a socialist industrial 
state. Even after the completion of socialist 
industrialization a high rate of growth continued so that by 
1984 industrial output value increased by 431 times and 
national income increased by 65 times as compared to 
1946. Inthe 1980s the 3 Seven Year plan was 

launched. Despite difficult conditions such as the 
blockade and sanctions of the imperialists as well as the 
frustration of socialism in some countries, industrial 
output value grew at the rate of 5.6 percent per year 
during the period 1987 to 1993. The WPK and its leaders, 
President Kim Il Sung, Chairman Kim Jong Il and 
Marshal Kim Jong Un made sure that in the DPRK 
economic growth was not economic growth for its own 
sake but translating into increased living standards. The 
Korean people enjoy the rights to work, to free education, 
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to free medical care, to housing and to rest. Taxation was 
abolished in 1974 (see chapter Motherly party). Many 
homes were built not just in Pyongyang but in other cities 
and the countryside. Indeed, Pyongyang was rebuilt 
several times. Not just new homes were built but 
hospitals and schools. After the liberation the number of 
universities in the northern part of Korea went from zero 
to over 200 by the 1980s under the leadership of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea. The DPRK introduced 12-year 
compulsory education in 2012. 

Indeed thanks to the leadership of the WPK, the 
DPRK developed into a space power and a sci-tech 
power. Priority was always given to science and 
technology by the WPK. In August 1998 the DPRK 
launched its first artificial satellite the “Kwangmyongsong 
No.1”. This was followed by the launch of the 
“Kwangmyongsong No. 2” in April 2009, 
“Kwangmyongsong No. 3” in December 2012 and in 
February 2016 the “Kwangmyongsong No. 4”. The DPRK 
became a member of the small number of countries in 
the world that can launch satellites. This was a victory for 
Juche science and technology and shows the superiority 
of the people-centred socialist system of the DPRK and 
the might of the independent national economy based on 


54 


self-reliance. The DPRK rocket was made using 100% 
domestic resources, materials and labour. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea paid great attention to 
building up defence and guiding the revolutionary armed 
forces. 

The WPK always stressed the leadership of the party 
over the armed forces. President Kim II Sung defined the 
Korean People’s Army as the army of the revolution, of 
the party and of the working class. Chairman Kim Jong Il 
said our People’s Army is unfailingly loyal to the party 
and the revolution and HE Kim Jong Un stressed that 
“Leadership of the Party is the lifeline of the KPA, 
and its might is inconceivable separated from the 
leadership of the Party. The general direction ahead 
of the KPA is one, that is, to advance straight forward 
with guns levelled in the very direction our Party 
indicates.” 

The Korean People’s Army, originated from the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army and formed in 1948, 
was built up in a mighty armed force in which every 
soldier is a ‘match for a hundred’. It is also an army of 
cadres in which every soldier can take the place of the 
next rank if necessary. Thanks to the leadership of 
President Kim Il Sung, Chairman Kim Jong Il and 
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respected Marshal Kim Jong Un the WPK implemented 
a unique self-defensive line. A powerful independent 
defence industry was built up to support the Korean 
People’s Army. At first some great power chauvinists in a 
certain country told Korea that they should not establish 
its own armed forces nor have its own munitions industry. 
President Kim Il Sung also insisted that the DPRK 
should not simply assemble weapons made by another 
country but should produce its own weapons. This idea 
goes right back to the days of the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle when the Yongil bomb was made. It had been 
hoped that the USSR would supply a hand grenade 
factory but for whatever reason this did not materialise. 
President Kim Il Sung himself worked on the design of 
the Yongil bomb. By the end of 1949 the DPRK was 
not only producing rifles and submachine guns but also 
mortars. During the Fatherland Liberation War 
President Kim Il Sung took measure of moving the 
munitions complex and its personnel to the safety of 
Kunja-ri so the daft Yankees ended up bombing an 
empty factory thinking they had scored a great victory ! 

Both the anti-Japanese armed struggle and the 
Fatherland Liberation War taught that it is unwise to rely 
on other countries. Moreover the Caribbean crisis of 1962 
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proved that a small country cannot rely on a big 
country for its defence. 

In December 1962 President Kim II Sung set down 
the policy of building the economy and defence in 
parallel at the 5” Plenary Meeting of the 4" Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea. 

This bold revolutionary line addresses the needs of 
the situation in which the DPRK needed to defend 
itself against the incessant provocations of the US 
imperialism and world imperialism and had no one 
else that it could rely on. 


Decades later in 2013 Marshal Kim Jong Un put 
forward the line of simultaneously conducting economic 
construction and building up nuclear forces (also known 
as Pyongjin). It was advanced at the March 2013 Plenary 
Meeting of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea. Five years later at the 3" Plenary Meeting of 
the 7" Central Committee of the WPK held on the 20" of 
April 2018, respected Marshal Kim Jong Un announced 
the building of the nuclear force and economy in parallel 
had been victoriously concluded and that the DPRK 
would now concentrate on economic construction. 
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During the period from March 2013 and April 2018, 
the DPRK carried out three nuclear tests including two for 
the H bomb as well as tests of Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missiles. In the same period the DPRK carried out more 
than 20 tests of missiles including Intercontinental 
Ballistic Missiles, Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles 
and Submarine Launched Ballistic Missiles. Basically 
Juche Korea raced across the nuclear finishing line and 
became a proud member of the nuclear club which 
consists of a small number of countries such as the US, 
UK, France, Russia, China, Israel, India and Pakistan. My 
own country, Britain which once styled itself as having an 
empire "on which the sun never sets", does not have 
homemade ICBMs. The DPRK has both homemade 
ICBMs and Nukes, more importantly it has total control 
over them, it does not have to ask the permission of 
another country to fire its ICBMs nor does any other 
country have a second key to operate the DPRK's 
nuclear weapons. 

Korea which once could not produce large size 
weapons is now a nuclear power and is able to send 
rockets into space, something that once could not even 
be dreamed of when Korea was a Japanese colony. 
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This is another great and wonderful achievement 
created by the guidance of the great WPK led by His 
Excellency Kim Jong Un. 

Thus the Workers’ Party of Korea led by the great 
leader President Kim Il Sung, the great leader Comrade 
Kim Jong Il and His Excellency Kim Jong Un has 
guided the Korean people to achieve dazzling success in 
socialist construction spanning more than seven decades. 
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Chapter Seven 
Party led by great leaders 


The Workers’ Party of Korea is a great party because 
it has been led by great leaders. 

It was founded and led by President Kim Il Sung, 
later by Chairman Kim Jong Il and now led by Marshal 
Kim Jong Un. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung was born on 
the 15" of April 1912. He was from the family of a poor 
peasant but rose to become a great leader of the people 
and a world statesman of great renown. He not only 
liberated Korea from the shackles of Japanese 
imperialism but turned the country into a formidable 
power, a socialist power of Juche, which defeated the US 
when it tried to invade the country. 

President Kim Il Sung authored the Juche Idea, the 
idea that the popular masses are the masters of the 
revolution and construction and have the ability to 
promote them. Juche is expressed in day to day terms by 
the idea of independence and the idea of self-reliance 
and self-defence. All the lines and policies of the 
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Democratic People's Republic of Korea were and are 
profoundly permeated with the idea of independence. 

The great leader President Kim Il Sung built a new 
independent Korea on the ruins of Japanese colonialism, 
he built a new Juche Korea which was not only free from 
the domination of imperialism but free from the 
intervention and pressure of big powers. 

The reunification of Korea was always dear to the 
heart of the great leader President Kim Il Sung who 
fought hard for the independent reunification of Korea. 
He put forward the correct lines for achieving Korea's 
reunification. 

It was thanks to great President Kim II Sung that the 
WPK had unique, original lines and policies based on 
Juche. Korean people revere him as the great and 
eternal leader of the party and people. 

The cause of Juche party building was inherited to be 
completed by Chairman Kim Jong II. 

Comrade Kim Jong Il was born as the son of 
guerrillas on February 16" 1942. A UK KFA delegation 
visited his birthplace at Mt. Paektu in August 2017. He did 
not come from a privileged background but was brought 
up in clothes made from old uniforms and spent his 
childhood in a simple log cabin. He witnessed the severe 
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anti-Japanese war and later as a young boy also 
witnessed the Fatherland Liberation War against the 
American imperialist aggressors, the sworn enemy of the 
Korean people. 

Comrade Kim Jong Il lived a most simple life. As a 
student he participated in the construction of Pyongyang. 
He also worked at a textile machinery factory. Thus 
Comrade Kim Jong II was a true people's leader, always 
with the people sharing both hardship and joy with them. 
Often Comrade Kim Jong Il did not celebrate his own 
birthday and dressed in simple clothes. 

At the beginning of the 1960s Kim Jong Il gave 
guidance to the historic Seoul Ryu Kyong Su 105 Guards 
Tank Division of the KPA. In June 1964 he started work at 
the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea. As 
well as practical day to day leadership he developed the 
ideology and theory of the WPK. 

He formulated the revolutionary idea of Comrade 
Kim Il Sung as the Kimilsungism. Because of his skills 
as a theoretician and ideologist plus his modest style as 
a people's leader he was acclaimed as the successor 
to the great leader President Kim Il Sung. 

In the period of arduous march when the DPRK faced 
difficulties, the great leader Comrade Kim Jong II made 
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sure that a high level of social benefits was maintained. 
Vans with sweetened soymilk for children were always 
seen on the streets of the DPRK in this period. The ideas 
of the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung on national 
reunification were thoroughly applied and developed in 
depth by the great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il. He 
made a breakthrough in the struggle for national 
reunification by having the June 15 Declaration signed 
with the then south Korean chief executive Kim Dae Jung 
in 2000. 

Declaring “Expect No Change From Me!” Comrade 
Kim Jong Il combated the pressure and machinations of 
US imperialism. He upheld the banner of Juche and the 
banner of Songun and prepared the treasured sword for 
defending independence. Today the DPRK is the world's 
most independent country. It is seen as a country that 
does not take nonsense from any imperialists or big 
powers. The cause of Juche that was pioneered by the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung and carried forward 
by the great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il is today further 
developed and carried forward by the dear respected 
Marshal Kim Jong Un. 


63 


Chapter Eight 
Great continuity in party building 


“The history of the Workers’ Party of Korea is precisely 
the history of respected Comrade Kim II Sung’s great 
revolutionary activities. Both the thorny path of our 
Party’s struggle and its road of glorious victory bear 
his sacred footprints. Both our Party’s great 
achievements and its unbreakable strength and high 
prestige are associated with his respectful name. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea belongs to the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il Sung. It is his great name and 
exploits that have made our Party’s 50 years brilliant. 
His name and exploits will be immortal together with 
our Party’s history. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea is a glorious party, 
which under the leadership of the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il Sung has paved a new road of 
building a revolutionary party in the age of 
independence, setting a shining example in this 
work.” 

Kim Jong Il 
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One of the fundamental reasons for the success and 
durability of the Workers’ Party of Korea is that it ensured 
continuity of leadership and ideology and moreover it 
solved the difficult question of succession to the 
revolutionary cause which had not been solved in other 
countries. 

On the 19" of June 1964 the great leader Comrade 
Kim Jong Il began working at the Central Committee of 
the Workers' Party of Korea. The Korean people always 
mark this day each year with pride and great emotion and 
it is also seen by Juche idea followers throughout the 
world as a significant occasion. In the DPRK it will be 
marked by meetings and seminars and throughout the 
world events will be held to celebrate it. Why is it such an 
important anniversary? 

Because June 19'" symbolized the fact that the 
revolution in Korea would continue along the lines of 
Juche, the lines laid down by President Kim Il Sung. 

The role of the WPK in the DPRK can never be 
overstated. The WPK is the supreme general staff of the 
Korean revolution. It is the organiser and guide of all the 
victories of the Korean people. The WPK had been 
formed nearly 20 years before Comrade Kim Jong Il 
started working at the Central Committee. However the 
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roots of the WPK were formed long ago. In fact the 
foundation stone of the WPK is the Down-with- 
Imperialism Union formed by President Kim Il Sung in 
October 1926. The WPK under the leadership of the 
great leader President Kim Il Sung had guided the anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution and the 
socialist revolution. The WPK had presided over the 
reconstruction of the country following the devastation 
caused by the US during the Fatherland Liberation War 
and the amazingly rapid growth of the economy which 
accompanied socialist industrialisation. 

Thus when Comrade Kim Jong Il started working at 
the Central Committee of the WPK one June day in 1964, 
he assumed an enormous responsibility as he was taking 
not an administrative role but the responsibility for 
continuing the revolution and implementing President 
Kim II Sung's teachings on the work of party building. 

Comrade Kim Jong Il assumed his post at the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea in the 
heady days of the 1960s when the foul winds of modern 
revisionism were blowing across the socialist camp 
causing confusion and splits. The imperialists, the 
enemies of socialism, were trying hard to infiltrate their 
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rotten, decadent ideology and culture into the socialist 
countries with the aim of destroying them from within. 

Comrade Kim Jong II had pledged himself to be the 
defender of the ideology of great President Kim II Sung. 

In some socialist countries modern revisionists had 
thrown the revolutionary traditions in the dustbin and 
even attacked preceding leaders. 

Comrade Kim Jong Il in his work "Let Us Develop 
Our Party into the Party of Comrade Kim II Sung for 
Ever’, which he wrote on the 20" of June, the year he 
started work at the Party Central Committee, emphasised 
that “The major line in our Party’s work and activities 
is to thoroughly establish the leader’s ideological 
system throughout the Party. Establishing his 
ideological system throughout the Party is a 
fundamental principle of the building and activities of 
our Party and the most important undertaking that 
should be consistently held fast to as long as our 
Party exists and acts.” 

Comrade Kim Jong Il made it a principle to establish 
the monolithic ideological system in the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. This was essential to maintain the continuity of 
ideology and the line of party building. It was also the key 
to defending the ideology of the party from modern 
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revisionism, opportunism and bourgeois ideology. 
Comrade Kim Jong Il ensured the monolithic ideological 
system was established throughout the WPK after the 
15" Plenary Meeting of the 4" Central Committee in 
1967. 

It was thanks to Comrade Kim Jong Il that the WPK 
kept to the road of Juche and the ideas of its founder and 
leader President Kim Il Sung. Rather than go through 
complicated twists and turns, the WPK marched forward 
along the straight and true road of Juche without knowing 
Right or Left deviations. This in turn enabled the WPK to 
lead the Korean people to achieve great miracles in 
socialist construction. Moreover the WPK stood firm as a 
rock when the raging winds of anti-socialism blew across 
the world following the frustration of socialism in some 
countries caused by the corrosive influence of modern 
revisionism. 

Therefore when Comrade Kim Jong Il started 
working at the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea it heralded a great era in the work of building a 
Juche party. After 2011 the baton of leadership passed to 
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un. 

He pledged to always carry out the behests of 
President Kim Il Sung and Chairman Kim Jong Il, 
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upholding them as the eternal leaders of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea. He further developed their ideas and 
systematised them as Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism. 
Marshal Kim Jong Un ensured that the Workers’ Party 
of Korea was built up firmly as a Kimilsungist-Kimjongilist 
party saying that “We should take the undying exploits 
performed by the President and the General in Party 
building as an eternal treasure so as to further 
develop our Party into a powerful, militant general 
staff that is knitted closely together in a single 
ideology and purpose and takes root deep among the 
people and surely build the strongest country, the 
people's paradise the world looks up to, on this land 
on the strength of the Party-people harmonious 
whole.” 

Thus today the WPK marches along the proud road 
without deflection or concession holding the 


Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism as a firm guideline. 
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Chapter Nine 
Party admired by the people 
of the world 


The Workers’ Party of Korea because of its fidelity to 
revolutionary principle, unswerving independent and anti- 
imperialist stand as well as the great successes in 
socialist construction that were chalked up under the 
leadership of the WPK, is praised throughout the world by 
communist and progressive people. 

In the 1960s when divisions emerged in the socialist 
camp and international communist movement due to the 
emergence of modern revisionism and Left opportunism, 
many were at a loss as to what to do and felt confused. 
The Workers’ Party of Korea took an independent 
position and argued for unity not division in the 
international communist movement. This was a wise line. 

Works such as President Kim Il Sung’s speech to the 
conference of the Workers’ Party of Korea in October 
1966, “The Present Situation and its tasks”, evoked a 
positive response and received much praise from the 
international communist movement. Paul De Groot 
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Chairman of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Netherlands wrote in the party newspaper 
“De Waarheid” that “Korea is far away from us at the 
other end of the globe. But the Workers’ Party of Korea is 
an important party and its voice carries weight... The 
Workers’ Party of Korea is a serious and militant party 
and a big party. The Workers’ Party of Korea is guided by 
Comrade Kim II Sung, the respected and beloved leader 
of the 40 million Korean people...In appraising the 
situation of other countries Comrade Kim II Sung takes a 
very serious attitude and calls upon others to have 
complete sincerity... Particularly he did not stint criticism 
on this or that party but the criticism is made not against 
those parties, much less the countries those parties are 
guiding but made to oppose mercilessly the 
manifestations of modern revisionism and dogmatism in 
those parties.” 

Raul Castro, who was at the time the second deputy 
prime minister of the Republic of Cuba and second 
secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba said “The 
Conference of the Workers’ Party of Korea infused us 
with the great ardour to always hold fast to the Marxist- 
Leninist principles and step up our protracted and 
arduous struggle while marching side by side with the 
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Korean brothers and all peoples of the world to beat 
down imperialism.” 

Later other figures praised the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. The Peruvian writer and journalist Genero 
Carnero Checa in his famous book on the DPRK “Korea 
Rice and Steel which was published in 1975 wrote that 
“The existence of the Party (the WPK), the vanguard, 
which is armed with the Juche idea and tested in 
numerous battles was one of the fundamental factors 
guaranteeing the victory of the Korean revolution.” 

When socialism was frustrated in countries such as the 
Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic and others 
with ruling parties collapsing and disappearing, the WPK 
under the leadership of great comrades Kim II Sung and 
Kim Jong II upheld the banner of socialism. 

Nina Andreyeva, the leader of the All Union 
Communist Party of Bolsheviks of Russia, said in 1992 
that “the Workers’ Party of Korea has been setting the 
fine example of fortitude and proletarian internationalism.” 

Later in 1992 many communist and workers’ parties 
met in Pyongyang and at the initiative of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea adopted the historic Pyongyang 
Declaration “Let Us Defend and Advance the Cause of 
Socialism” on the 20" of April which stated that “Ours is 
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an era of independence and the socialist cause is a 
sacred one aimed at realising the independence of the 
popular masses. 

Socialism suffered a setback in some countries in 
recent years. As a consequence of this, the imperialists 
and reactionaries are claiming that socialism has ‘come 
to an end’. This is nothing but a sophistry to beautify and 
embellish capitalism and patronise the old order. 

The setback of socialism and the revival of capitalism 
in some countries is causing a great loss to the 
achievement of the socialist cause, but it can never be 
interpreted as the denial of the superiority of socialism 
and of the reactionary character of capitalism.” 

The Pyongyang Declaration played a major role in the 
fightback to revive socialism after the disastrous events 
of 1989-1991. By 2017 over 300 communist, workers, 
socialist and leftist parties throughout the world had 
signed it. The Pyongyang Declaration showed the high 
international prestige of the Workers’ Party of Korea. 

In October 2013 the All Union Communist Party of 
Bolsheviks issued an article which said that “the WPK 
has its historic roots in the Down-with-lmperialism Union 
formed by Kim II Sung on October 17, 1926... The WPK 
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goes by the august name of Kim Il Sung as he 
performed great exploits by founding and developing it. 

The Korean people defeated the boss of imperialism 
by displaying matchless bravery and patriotism in the 
great Fatherland Liberation War fought to beat back the 
US imperialists’ invasion under the leadership of the 
party. 

They waged a heroic struggle for building a socialist 
state under hard conditions after the war. 

The single-minded unity of the DPRK grew stronger 
thanks to the Songun politics of Leader Kim Jong Il. 

The WPK firmly defended socialism centered on the 
popular masses, weathering all trials, remaining true to 
the behests of Kim Il Sung under the leadership of 
Kim Jong Il. 

The WPK goes by the august name of Kim II Sung as 
he performed great exploits by founding and developing 
it.” 

Rashed Khan Menon, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Workers' Party of Bangladesh on the 
28" of September 2015 said that “The 70-year history of 
the WPK is a glorious one as it turned the DPRK into a 
socialist power independent in politics, self-supporting in 
the economy and self-reliant in defence and led the 
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cause of Korean-style socialism and the cause of human 
independence to a brilliant victory despite all sorts of 
trials. 

The WPK headed by Comrade Kim Jong Un is 
leading the Korean revolution to a victory, demonstrating 
its dignity as the party of Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism and 
the Korean people are setting a worldwide model in their 
struggle for defending the dignity and sovereignty of the 
country and building a thriving socialist nation. 

Being firmly convinced that the WPK, the Korean 
People's Army and people under the outstanding 
leadership of Kim Jong Un would achieve a final victory 
in their historic struggle for realizing the reunification of 
the country and building a thriving nation, we extend full 
support and solidarity to the WPK and the Korean people 
in their just cause.” 

Thus, the revolutionaries of the world and world 
progressive people look up to the Workers’ Party of 
Korea as the vanguard and shock brigade of the 
international communist movement. 
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Chapter Ten 
WPK’s dynamic leadership 
witnessed through visit to the DPRK 


Delegations of our organisations have visited the 
DPRK when the anniversary of the foundation of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea took place in October in 2008, 
2015 and 2019. 

| visited the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
from the 7" of October to the 15" of October 2019 
leading a delegation of the Juche Idea Study Group of 
England, Juche Idea Study Group of Scotland and UK 
KFA. It was a great trip which reaffirmed my belief in the 
Juche idea. It was my 18" visit and the 2™ time for the 
rest of the delegation. We had a wonderful time visiting 
some old favourites but also locations and institutions 
that | have never seen before such as the Pakyon Falls 
and the Pyongyang Kim Jong Suk Textile Mill. 

During the visit we went to Mt Myohyang and 
Panmunjom. We visited the Tower of the Juche ldea, 
Mangyondae, the birthplace of the great leader 
President Kim Il Sung, the Kumsusan Palace of the 


Sun, the Fatherland Liberation War Museum, the 
76 


Pyongyang Metro, Ryuwon Footwear Factory, Pyongyang 
Teachers Training College, Pyongyang Kim Jong Suk 
Textile Mill and the Korean Stamp Museum, the 
Monument to Party Founding, the Party Foundation 
Museum and many other places. 

We set off on the evening of the 5" of October from 
London Heathrow airport staying one night in Beijing and 
then onto Pyongyang. Our passage through Beijing was 
fairly smooth, though there was some delay in the visa 
free channel. 

We arrived in Pyongyang on the 7" of October and it 
was a lovely autumn afternoon in Pyongyang. We were 
met at Pyongyang airport by our guides for the visit 
section chief Jong of the Korean Association of Social 
Scientists and researcher Miss Kim Hyong Suk of KASS 
who had been my guide in April earlier this year. Our 
minibus sped towards Pyongyang through the golden 
fields. In the DPRK it was harvest time and the harvest 
appeared to be quite abundant. 

We checked in at the magnificent Pyongyang Koryo 
Hotel. During our visit we received excellent hospitality 
and found everyone kind and helpful. Our guides 
comrade Jong and comrade Kim had drawn up an 
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excellent programme for us and worked hard to ensure 
our visit was smooth. 

We had a series of three lectures from the renowned 
Professor Kim Chang Gyong of the Korean Association of 
Social Scientists who gave two presentations about the 
Juche idea and a presentation about the April policy 
speech of dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un “On 
Socialist Construction and the Internal and External 
Policies of the Government of the Republic at the 
Present Stage’. Professor Kim also answered our 
questions in detail. He laughed at the idea of the DPRK 
joining the IMF and opening a McDonalds in Pyongyang 
and said it was a rumour (this story appeared in the 
media after the April 27" summit based on allegedly what 
an advisor to the south Korean chief executive said). 
When we arrived at the hotel we met another delegation 
staying in the hotel and one of them had said to us that 
the DPRK “was changing, it looked like the Soviet during 
perestroika and that the streets had hundreds of private 
markets”. This caused disturbance to some of our 
delegation who lost sleep as a result. We certainly did not 
see “hundreds of private markets”. | put the question to 
Miss Kim and she refuted it saying “No, this is wrong, 
very wrong and very untrue.” Basically both through the 
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experience of seeing the reality of the DPRK and through 
our discussions with KASS comrades we could see that 
such rumours were untrue. This had started around the 
time of the April 27" inter-Korean summit and DPRK-US 
summit. Such false stories were pushed strongly by the 
CIA Psyops website NKNews. 

We visited both the Ryuwon Footwear Factory (our 
2"? time as we visited in September 2018) and for the first 
time the famous Pyongyang Kim Jong Suk Textile Mill. At 
the Ryuwon Footwear Factory we were greeted by the 
Chief Engineer who acted as our guide. The factory was 
modernised a few years ago according to the instructions 
of respected Marshal Kim Jong Un who had visited the 
factory. The factory is located in the west of Pyongyang 
and has modern and up to date buildings. Solar 
energy is in use here, the chief engineer took us up to 
the top floor and pointed out the solar panels. The 
factory has 600 workers. It was spotlessly clean. The 
factory has its own swimming pool, sports hall and 
restaurant for staff (| remember when | worked in the 
Valuation Office and | demanded a staff canteen the 
answer of the bosses was to refuse to provide one and 
say ‘you can go to the shop at lunch time and buy a 
sandwich’ !!!! - just how rotten can these people be’). 
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Not only that, but the factory has its own gardens to 
grow food so it is self-sufficient in subsidiary food! 

A remarkable achievement and a practical application 
of Juche and self-reliance. 

The factory produces 1 million pairs of shoes per year 
indicating a high level of productivity per worker. We saw 
many revolutionary posters in the factory which showed 
that ideological work is carried out. | asked the chief 
engineer what the wage differential is in the factory and 
he replied it is 2 to 1, which is very low. In the capitalist 
world the difference between the rich and poor is 
sometimes inestimable. 

Thus the DPRK is a very egalitarian society, 
especially when compared to the bitterly divided societies 
in the imperialist countries. We were also told that 
workers at the factory can study so they can get 
promoted. 

The other factory we visited was the Pyongyang 
Kim Jong Suk Textile Mill. This is situated very close to 
the banks of the Taedong River and is near to the centre 
of Pyongyang. In capitalist countries it would be 
considered unthinkable to have a factory near to the 
centre of the capital city. Moreover the guide to the 
factory pointed out that the flats for the workers of the 
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factory were behind it so that the staff of the factory only 
had to walk 2 or 3 minutes to the workplace. | remember 
with my old job having to spend nearly 1 hour (sometimes 
longer) each way to get into work. The factory produces 
silk products and has 1,600 workers, many of whom are 
women. The factory was using the ‘reuse, recycle’ policy 
by making products such as soap from waste. The 
factory is self-reliant as it uses DPRK made machinery. | 
asked about working conditions and was told that 
workers get 2 hours of break per day (compare this to 30 
minute lunch breaks in the UK or people being made to 
work through their lunch break). The guide also said that 
the state took special measures for the health of the 
workers. 

The factory had its own kindergarten and créche plus 
a sports hall, house of culture (including a cinema), a 
restaurant and a sports court. We were shown a fishpond 
where people could just sit and relax quietly during their 
break. We also noticed workers planting trees and 
gardening in the factory compound. | got an 
overwhelming sense that the factory was a true workers’ 
paradise. We also were shown the sci-tech learning 
place of the factory where workers could learn about 
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science and technology and enroll in online university 
courses. 

This was very significant because in the UK there is a 
big barrier between workers and intellectuals but in the 
DPRK the barriers between workers and intellectuals are 
being broken down all the time. Miss Kim explained to me 
that the policy of the DPRK is to intellectualise the whole 
of society, a truly worthy and lofty goal. Leaving the 
factory | felt that the ideas of the British socialist writer 
and artist William Morris had been realised in the factory. 

Pyongyang has a number of factories and a lot of 
industrial workers live in Pyongyang as well as shop 
assistants, waitresses, drivers, cleaners and also retired 
people. We sat in the garden outside the Munsu Water 
Park and saw many old people sitting down relaxing. We 
went up the famous Moran Hill which afforded us an 
excellent view of Pyongyang City. Walking around the 
Moran Hill we saw many Korean people strolling around 
in a carefree manner. 

We went for a ride on the Pyongyang Metro. Of 
course it was not the first time that | had been on the 
Pyongyang Metro. We left the hotel in our minibus. Our 
minibus sped through the autumnal streets of Pyongyang 
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until it reached a Metro station in a residential area, some 
way from the hotel. 
We stepped out of our minibus and into the station. The 
station was clean and orderly. It had ornate decorations 
adorning the wall and revolutionary slogans on the 
entrance to the escalator. Unlike London there was no 
sign of homeless people begging outside the station or 
sleeping outside the station, recently | encountered a lot 
of homeless people outside of Charing Cross 
underground station. We passed through the barriers. 
The Pyongyang Metro is the cheapest and deepest in 
the world. A ticket is only 5 won which is the equivalent of 
about 3p in British currency. The price is unchanged 
since at least September 2012, some seven years. In fact 
in terms of British currency equivalents | believe that the 
price is still actually the same as when | visited People's 
Korea in May 1992, this is something to really marvel at 
when you think about the amount of times that tube and 
bus fares in London have increased. In London the 
minimum cash fare on the tube is £4.90 which is 163 
times the ticket price on the Pyongyang Metro! In 
capitalist countries like Britain everything costs too much 
and even the basics like food, transport and housing are 
astronomically expensive yet in the DPRK a metro ticket 
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is incredibly cheap and a bottle of beer is about 50p or 60 
per. The DPRK is indeed a people's paradise, a socialist 
paradise. 

We descended to the underground railway. It was one 
of the longest escalators that | have ever been on. The 
walls are plastered and painted white. They look clean 
and fresh. In the speaker DPRK revolutionary music was 
playing. In Pyongyang there is no rule about standing on 
the right and walking on the left. There was a complete 
absence of advertising. This was striking because in 
London we have grown all too accustomed to seeing 
adverts on the walls even as we just go down the 
escalators. Nowadays even the escalator stairs 
themselves have adverts on them! We forget how crazy 
this is. Usually the adverts are for things people do not 
really need or cannot afford or both! 

After getting off the escalator we walked through a 
spacious and wide tunnel. Again there was no 
advertising. It was spotlessly clean. There was no sign of 
graffiti or vandalism nor was there any hint of disorder or 
hooliganism. Soon we reached the platforms, However 
the word 'platform' really does not do justice to what was 
in front of us! 
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It was positively palatial, indeed an underground 
palace for Pyongyang's commuters. | can remember first 
visiting the Pyongyang Metro in May 1992 and how the 
Portuguese delegation let out a gasp when they saw the 
beautiful, cavern like station in front of them. The platform 
was very wide with the train tracks on either side with 
plenty of space for the passengers. There were finely 
polished marble columns and chandeliers. On the walls 
opposite the train tracks there were beautiful artistic 
murals. Again the floor was very clean. All this for just 3p! 
Two girls in smart blue uniforms ensured the safety of 
passengers. 

The Pyongyang Metro apparently has excellent 
staffing levels and unlike the London underground it still 
has ticket offices. No crazy austerity here or cutbacks 
and reductions in staff numbers! We boarded a light 
green and red train. Some passengers kindly gave up 
their seats for us. Koreans are very polite and courteous 
people. 

The train did not seem overcrowded. | looked at the 
portraits of the great leader President Kim Il Sung and 
great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il. We went two stops 
and got out. We took some photographs. We noticed that 


85 


the latest daily newspapers such as “Rodong Sinmun” 
were available to read on stands on the platform. 

| noticed a picture of our delegation at the Monument 
to Party Founding in “Rodong Sinmun’. To my slight 
surprise, instead of leaving the station as we had done on 
previous visits we boarded another train. It is a myth of 
Western, imperialist, bourgeois propaganda that there 
are only two stations on the Pyongyang Metro, this is 
another lie of the imperialists!!! | was told it is planned to 
extend the Metro to Kwangbok Street in the west of 
Pyongyang and to West Pyongyang and extending the 
Metro to the airport is not ruled out. 

We travelled by train to Kaeson Station which has 
been reconstructed and modernized. The station has a 
statue of the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung at one 
end of it. It also has revolutionary murals. However the 
platform was new and there were electronic displays not 
only giving train information but also the current 
temperature in Pyongyang. It is noteworthy that the 
station had been modernised without fares being 
massively increased to pay for it, this is due to the 
people-orientated policy carried out by respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un and the Workers’ Party of Korea. We 
ascended the escalators. The station had not only a ticket 
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office but two shops, one selling general products and the 
other was a very well stocked bookshop. We came out in 
the open air and found ourselves facing the magnificent 
Arch of Triumph. 

Although | had been on the Pyongyang Metro many 
times before, | think this was my best and most enjoyable 
trip. | hope to have many more trips on the Pyongyang 
Metro! To me the Pyongyang Metro is confirmation of the 
people-oriented policies of the Workers' Party of Korea 
and the superiority of the Juche-based socialist system. 

As it was the 74" anniversary of the foundation of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea which is the supreme general 
staff of the Korean revolution and the guiding force of 
socialist construction in People’s Korea we visited both 
the Monument to Party Founding and the Party 
Foundation Museum. 

At the Party Foundation Museum we learnt of the 
struggle of the great leader President Kim Il Sung to 
found the Workers’ Party of Korea. We visited the 
Monument to Party Founding in East Pyongyang which is 
deeply symbolic of the single-hearted unity of the Korean 
people around the party. 

The Monument to Party Founding is in direct line with 
the statues of the great leaders Comrade Kim Il Sung 
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and Kim Jong Il on the Mansu Hill. We learnt that under 
Japanese colonial rule, the Japanese imperialists had 
used the area nearby as an airstrip. It now forms a wide 
open space with green grass. Pyongyang is a very 
spacious city and there is no feeling of being cramped or 
boxed in there. Also on Party Foundation commemorative 
day we paid our respects to the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung and great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il at 
their resting place in the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun. 

We visited the Party Foundation Museum and the 
Monument to Party Founding on October 10", the day 
that the Workers' Party of Korea was founded by the 
great leader Comrade Kim II Sung and which was further 
strengthened by the great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il 
and now led by respected Marshal Kim Jong Un. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea is the supreme 
general staff of the Korean revolution, the organiser and 
guide of all the victories of the Korean people. As dear 
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un said, "Success in the 
revolution and construction depends on how a party, 
the General Staff of the revolution, is built and on 
how its leadership role is enhanced." 

The Party Foundation Museum is located in the centre 
of Pyongyang. 
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It was here that the Workers’ Party of Korea was 
founded and the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung lived 
and worked. The original building was destroyed by the 
Yankee bombers during the Fatherland Liberation War 
and an exact replica of the building was constructed at a 
later date. 

We were shown the main hall where the party was 
founded on the 10" of October. At the front there was a 
picture of the great leader President Kim Il Sung. On the 
walls at the sides there were pictures of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Stalin. Some people have accused the DPRK 
and Workers’ Party of Korea of ‘abandoning Marxism- 
Leninism’ etc but the fact that the pictures of the founders 
of Marxism-Leninism are displayed at an important 
museum shows this is not true (and also a large picture 
of Stalin is displayed at the International Friendship 
Exhibition as well). However Stalin died 7 years before | 
was born, Lenin 95 years ago, Engels 124 years ago and 
Marx 136 years ago. Thus their theories are subject to 
historical limitation and the leaders of the DPRK 
President Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong II authored and 
developed the Juche Idea to meet the needs of the time. 

The foundation of the Workers’ Party of Korea was not 
a single act but a process. This was markedly different to 
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other countries where communist parties were founded 
by seceding from social democratic parties or different 
groups united. The process began in 1926 with the 
formation of the Down-with-lmperialism Union by 
President Kim Il Sung when he was young and 
culminated with the foundation of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea or Communist Party of North Korea on October 
10". 

In the afternoon we visited the Monument to Party 
Founding which was constructed in 1995 to mark the 50" 
anniversary of the foundation of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. It was constructed under the guidance of the great 
leader Comrade Kim Jong Il. It is situated in East 
Pyongyang but it is in a direct line with the Korean 
Revolution Museum and the statues of the great leaders 
Comrade Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il. | liked the area 
around the Monument to Party Founding. It is very 
spacious and clean with blocks of flats nearby. In London 
and other capitalist countries it would be unthinkable for 
working people to live in such a fine area near to a 
national monument. 

The Monument to Party Founding consists of a 
hammer, sickle and writing brush pointing upwards to the 
sky. The WPK is different to other communist parties. 
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Instead of only a hammer and sickle representing the 
workers and peasants, there is a writing brush to 
represent the intellectuals. The hammer, sickle and 
writing brush are within a circular band which symbolises 
the single-hearted unity of the masses, party and leader. 
Depicted on the inner side band were different sections of 
society such as workers, farmers and soldiers and also 
south Korean patriots fighting for reunification. 

Visiting both the Party Foundation Museum and the 
Monument to Party Founding made me realise that the 
Workers' Party of Korea founded by the great leaders 
Comrade Kim Il Sung is the force leading the Korean 
people forward. Under the leadership of respected 
Marshal Kim Jong Un the WPK and Korean people will 
hold higher the banner of self-reliance and achieve final 
victory. 

Of course we did not stay in Pyongyang all the time 
but ventured outside the city. We first went to Mt 
Myohyang to see the International Friendship Exhibition 
where the gifts to the great leader President Kim II Sung, 
eternal Chairman Kim Jong Il and dear respected 
Marshal Kim Jong Un are exhibited. A large number of 
gifts from all corners of the world and many different 
organisations reflect the great reverence of the world 
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people for the great leaders of the Korean people. 

We saw the cars presented by Marshal Stalin and 
Premier Malenkov to the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung. | reflected that had Malenkov succeeded 
Stalin then the USSR would have continued to exist. 

Thus the question of succession is a vital one and it 
has been solved correctly in the DPRK. 

We also saw the trains that were sent by Stalin and 
Chinese revolutionary leader Mao Zedong. 

These days many Chinese tourists visit the DPRK no 
doubt to experience real socialism. We also saw the gifts 
we had presented ourselves. For lunch we enjoyed a 
picnic at a beautiful scenic spot. 

In the afternoon we visited the Myohyangsan History 
Museum which is basically the Pohyon Temple. 

Reactionaries say that the DPRK suppressed religion 
but this is not true because it has Buddhist temples. We 
also visited Panmunjom. 

Here the guide was a KPA officer who remembered 
me from August 2017, he also mentioned Michael Palin’s 
visit to the place. 

Panmunjom is the place where the US imperialists 
acknowledged their defeat by the Korean People's Army 
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by signing the Korean Armistice Agreement on the 27" of 
July 1953. General Mark Clark wearily confessed that he 
was the first US commander to sign an armistice without 
a victory. It was the US side that actually proposed 
armistice negotiations as they were losing in Korea. Our 
delegation looked around the hall where the negotiations 
took place and the hall where the armistice was signed 
and then went on to see the demarcation line and 
pavilion on the frontline. This is the place that symbolizes 
the tragedy of the division of Korea and the place where 
socialism and imperialism confront each other. There did 
not seem to be any change from August 2017 despite 3 
inter-Korean summits being held and 2 DPRK-US 
summits as well. The US should withdraw from Korea at 
once ! Earlier during our visit we had the pleasure of 
being hosted by the Pyongyang Mission of the Anti- 
Imperialist National Democratic Front of south Korea (the 
successor to the Revolutionary Party for Reunification). 
They stressed the importance of campaigning for the 
dissolution of the so-called UN Command in south Korea 
which is a fig leaf for US imperialist colonial rule in south 
Korea. 

We also went around the original historical site of the 
Koryo Songgyungwan University which was founded in 
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992 making it one of the oldest universities in the world, if 
not the oldest one. The modern Songgyungwan 
University of Light Industry is situated nearby. Kaesong, 
which is about the size of Portsmouth, has a total of 10 
universities. 

We enjoyed an excellent picnic lunch with beer and 
insam liquor at the scenic Pakyon Falls. It was my first 
time to visit here. 

During the visit we had meetings and discussions with 
the Korean Association of Social Scientists, the Korea 
Publications Exchange Association, the Korean 
Committee for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries 
and the Pyongyang Mission of the Anti-lmperialist 
National Democratic Front of south Korea. 

Visiting the DPRK for the 18" time | saw that the 
DPRK is prospering under the banner of self-reliance 
thanks to the leadership of the dear respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un. The prices in the hotel shop were the 
same as September 2018 and the price of a Pyongyang 
Metro ticket is stable at 5 won which is the same price as 
September 2012. | became even more convinced of the 
correctness and validity of the Juche idea. 

| was sorry to leave the DPRK, | would have liked to 
have stayed for a few more days if not weeks and 
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months. Coming back to London | saw a homeless 
person sleeping on the floor just outside of Charing Cross 
underground station. In the DPRK we did not see a single 
person sleeping on the streets or in the metro station. 
The contrast between the two systems is a stark and 
graphic one. 
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Chapter Eleven 


The 6" Plenary Meeting of the 8" 
Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea 


The 6'" Plenary Meeting of the 8" Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea was held from the 26" of 


December to the 31° 


of December. The meeting 
reviewed the great successes in implementing the 
decisions of 8" Congress of the WPK and subsequent 
plenary meetings that were achieved in the year 2022. 
Great achievements were made such as the elimination 
of Covid-19 in the DPRK and the successful upbuilding of 
national defence. The meeting made some changes to 
the central leadership bodies of the WPK and outlined 
fighting tasks for the coming year. 

The plenary meeting noted that big successes had 
been made in strengthening the Party. 

Moreover it reaffirmed that independence, self- 
sustenance and self-reliance as the invariable guideline 
for the Korean revolution. This deals a blow against those 
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who want to force 'reform' and ‘opening up' on the DPRK. 
Moreover, according to the report of the meeting “The 
plenary meeting dealt a resolute and heavy blow to the 
outdated idea of trying to bargain the principle of self- 
reliance, not abandoning dependence on the technology 
of others, and recognized that it is necessary to continue 
the struggle to wipe out all the remnants of wrong ideas 
which are obstructing our work under the pretence of 
objective circumstances”. We greatly applaud this and 
believe it will result in a further upsurge in socialist 
construction under the great banner of self-reliance. 

In his report to the plenary meeting respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un, the General Secretary of the WPK, stated 
that 2023 would be a most significant year for the DPRK 
as it will see the 70" anniversary of the victory in the 
Fatherland Liberation War and the 75" anniversary of the 
foundation of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
as well as being the 3 year of the five year plan laid 
down by the 8” Congress of the WPK in January 2021. 

The task of building dwelling houses of 3 700 flats 
along with the construction of 10 000 flats of the 
second stage in the Hwasong area was put forward. This 
is extremely impressive and will improve the living 
standards of the people. The DPRK is carrying out 
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other countries. 

Because of the intensified hostile policy of the US 
imperialists and the increased threat of the US 
imperialists, south Korean puppets and other hostile 
forces, the report stressed the need for the DPRK to 
increase its national defence capability and called for ‘an 
exponential increase of the country's nuclear arsenal. 
Moreover the DPRK will launch its first military 
reconnaissance satellite. The DPRK is absolutely correct 
to build its nuclear arsenal and to take other measures to 
increase defence capabilities as this is the only way to 
secure peace and to defend Juche-based, Korean style 
socialism from US imperialist threat and blackmail. 

The Korean People's Army of the DPRK will also 
increase the ideological and political might as this year 
will see both the 70" anniversary of the victory in the 
Fatherland Liberation War against the US imperialist 
aggressors and the 60" anniversary of the militant 
revolutionary slogan "A-match-for-a-hundrea". 

We support and applaud the Report of the 6" Plenary 
Meeting of the 8" Central Committee of the WPK 
believing that the idea, lines and policies advanced at it 
are absolutely correct. Moreover the decisions adopted at 


the 6" Plenary Meeting of the 8}? CC will serve as a 
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guideline for the victory of the Korean revolution in 2023. 
When the decisions are implemented the living standards 
of the people of the DPRK will soar and great strides will 
be made in bolstering the national defence capability of 
the DPRK. Upholding the decisions of the 6" Plenary 
Meeting of the 8" CC of the WPK and the banner of self- 
reliance, the DPRK will be victorious in its struggle with 
US imperialism ! 

LONG LIVE JUCHE ! 

LONG LIVE SELF-RELIANCE ! 
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CONCLUSION 


The WPK has travelled a long road of more than 
seven decades, to become a model revolutionary party 
which is looked up to by the revolutionary peoples of the 
whole world. 

Over the course of years world-startling changes 
have occurred in the land of Korea. Two stages of 
revolution; the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic 
revolution and the socialist revolution have been carried 
out and the face of the country has changed not once but 
several times. 

All the achievements of People’s Korea such as its 
solid independence and its durable, advanced socialist 
system which provides people with an independent and 
creative life are directly associated with the leadership of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea and its leaders President 
Kim Il Sung, Chairman Kim Jong II and Marshal 
Kim Jong Un. 

A great Party creates a great reality. Moreover a great 
party is created by great leaders. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea was founded by the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung and developed by 
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Chairman Kim Jong Il and is now led by dear respected 
Marshal Kim Jong Un. 

An even greater and brighter future awaits the Korean 
people under the leadership of dear respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un and the Workers’ Party of Korea. 

Long may the red flag of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea flutter over the beautiful land of the morning 
calm, People’s Korea. 
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